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[Abstract:] Reports result of experiments with Black Lead Pots of 3 makers. 760 4 


Mint of the U. States at Philada. 
M & Refining Dept. 

Philada. 

September 23, 1879 


Sir, 


We have been experimenting with the Black Lead Pots of the three markers, with the 
following results: Those of Ross, Hoferkamp & Dawson are far inferior to the others, for they get 
soft and almost melt in the Fire, and some crumble after a day’s use. 


Those of Wile, Seidel & Co. are much better, in fact inferior only in a moderate degree to 
Taylor’s in quality of composition; but they are much too small for our present melts of 3300 oz. 
making it a risk, to make the full melt in them, of losing metal in the fire; they are also badly 
shaped, being too thick at the bottom, so that they require a measurably longer time to make a 
melt than we desire. 


Those of Taylor maintain their superiority in form, size and composition, but not so 
greatly in the last point as they did formerly. 


Respectfully yours, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Suptdt. 


